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[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIRMAN: This estimates committee will be reported by Hansard. The daily proof Hansard will be 
available the following day.  

It is the intention of the Chair to ensure that as many questions as possible are asked and answered and that both 
questions and answers are short and to the point. The estimates committee’s consideration of the estimates will 
be restricted to discussion of those items for which a vote of money is proposed in the consolidated account. 
Questions must be clearly related to a page number, item program or amount in the current division. It will 
greatly assist Hansard if members can give these details in preface to their question.  

The minister may agree to provide supplementary information to the committee rather than asking that the 
question be put on notice for the next sitting week. I ask the minister to clearly indicate what supplementary 
information he agrees to provide and I will then allocate a reference number. If supplementary information is to 
be provided, I seek the minister’s cooperation in ensuring that it is delivered to the principal clerk by 
Friday, 3 June 2016. I caution members that if a minister asks that a matter be put on notice, it is up to the 
member to lodge the question on notice with the Clerk’s office. 

I give the call to the member for Cannington. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I refer to page 117, specifically to the long table under “Receipts” outlining sale of 
goods and services. What is the breakdown in that income between industry, government and other community 
receipts? Is that the extent of the ChemCentre’s external non-government income? Are there commercial 
activities for the ChemCentre that it is undertaking on a purely profit basis? 

[5.50 pm] 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Before I hand over to Mr Millington, I will make a couple of comments. The ChemCentre 
has been under a high degree of scrutiny over recent years. One direct factor is the relatively high cost of its 
accommodation at Curtin University, but the other more intractable problem is that the ChemCentre has 
a mixture of fee-for-service roles, mainly from other government agencies and the private sector. It also 
performs a public role in dealing with hazards, such as fire and toxic materials. The ChemCentre performs 
a public duty for which it does not get remuneration, and it has services for which it charges. I am not sure the 
balance is right. Other government agencies are saying that they can get the service cheaper from somewhere 
else, but that “somewhere else” does not bear the responsibility of public safety and the like. I would like 
Mr Millington to comment on that and then respond to the member’s question because the role of the 
ChemCentre is not well understood in our community. 

Mr P. Millington: The ChemCentre has a public role for things such as emergency services and for a variety of 
what we call community service obligations, such as advising the Department of Health of the forthcoming 
introduction of novel psychoactive substances or to give advice, for instance, to the Water Corporation for its 
groundwater recharge program. Those are the sorts of general advice we give. We also do all the work for 
WA Police, the Office of the State Coroner and for Racing and Wagering Western Australia for the chemistry of 
the bloods and other bodily tissues associated with those sorts of things, including roadside drug and blood 
alcohol testing. Those are the range of things we do. On the specific question about revenue, I cannot give the 
member the exact figures, but roughly 60 per cent of that is from government agencies, from a variety of 
government departments, and the other is commercial fee-for-service revenue from the private sector. I can 
provide more details, if the Premier would like. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I agree to provide as supplementary information a bit more detail on that revenue 
breakdown. 

The CHAIRMAN: Can the Premier specify what will be provided, please? 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: We will provide a more detailed breakdown of the income of the ChemCentre, 
distinguishing the proportion of its income that comes in a fee-for-service form, as distinct from a government 
grant to meet some of the community obligations. 

[Supplementary Information No A25.] 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I go to page 110 under “Mitigate Risks on Behalf of the Government Associated with 
Public Health ...”. The first dot point states — 

The Centre has assessed the State’s tolerance for a range of risks ... 

I draw the Premier’s attention to last year budget, which included specific reference to a panel review of the 
Chemistry Centre (WA) Act 2007 dated September 2013, which was tabled in the Parliament on 5 February 
2015. It was specifically referenced in last year’s budget but not in this year’s budget. I wonder where the 
government is in responding to that review. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do not think I can add much to that. I do not know whether the CEO can. 

Mr P. Millington: There was a series of recommendations and, together with the Premier’s office, we have been 
systematically working our way through all those recommendations, some of which are shown in that risk 
tolerance statement, and also in the work we are doing to get the balance between the community service 
obligation funding and the fee-for-service funding about right. We have worked our way through those 
recommendations. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Premier, when is a formal response to the review expected from government? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do not have an answer to that. I do not know whether Mr Millington knows when that is 
due. I cannot answer that at the moment. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I refer to the dot point at the top of page 111 and further to comments about some of the 
things the ChemCentre does. The dot point states that the centre will collaborate with government and other 
partners regarding legal and illegal drugs et cetera. It also refers to the impact of these drugs on mental health in 
the community. Would that see the ChemCentre playing a role in the new meth strategy? Would the ChemCentre 
be utilised for some of that? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I imagine, in a technical sense, it may well do. If we get new varieties of 
methamphetamine produced, certainly the government will turn to the ChemCentre for that technical and 
scientific information. Again, I ask Mr Millington to comment on that part of the centre’s work. 
Mr P. Millington: That is correct. We are providing ongoing advice to the Mental Health Commission, 
WA Police and the Office of the Coroner on all the new drugs as they come on. Unfortunately, it is an interesting 
area of pharmacology as the illegal drug sector likes to invent new compounds to give people illegal highs. In 
addition to that, we are doing things like cooperating with the emergency department at Sir Charles Gairdner 
Hospital to get an idea of the sort of illegal drugs that patients are presenting with so that we can get an idea how 
to better treat them. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I note the table on page 112 under “Outcomes and Key Effectiveness Indicators” that 
shows the average resolution time was previously 1.9 hours and is now four hours, and that is now the new 
norm. What is the reason for the time increase? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I defer to Mr Millington to explain that statistic. 
Mr P. Millington: We used to include resolution times for queries over the phone, but that was distorting the 
statistics. These are actual resolution times for physical attendance at a site and we are trying to close them off in 
that time. Sometimes we can get it done in half an hour and sometimes it takes eight hours. It just depends. 
The CHAIRMAN: Is the member aware that we have another division, the WA Electoral Commission? 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Yes. I refer to page 114, “Asset Investment Program”. Has the centre developed a role 
in its 10-year capital plan, including replacement capital; and, if so, can that be provided to the committee? 
Mr P. Millington: Yes, we have; and, subject to the Premier’s agreement, yes we can. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am happy for that to be provided. 
The CHAIRMAN: Premier, can you define that for me, please? 
Mr P. Millington: It will be the 10-year forward capital assets acquisition program. 
[Supplementary Information No A26.] 

The appropriation was recommended.  
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